
Whose voice does Mary Mag-
dalene hear speaking to her 
in John 20:16? Who appears 
to the disciples in the Upper 
Room and later to Thomas in 
John 20:21-29? Who is the 
stranger who walked with two 
men on the road to Emmaus 
(Luke 24:13-35)? Who does 
Peter encounter on the road 
to Damascus in Acts 9? Who 
speaks to John on the Isle of 
Patmos in Revelation 1:10? 
And, who is knocking on the 
door in Revelation 3:20? The 
answer to all these questions 
is the     RISEN    JESUS. 

Easter is no more about   go-
ing to church than it is about 

bunnies and colored eggs. 
Easter is not about buying a 
new suit, dress, or a pair of 
shoes. It is not about baskets, 
bonnets, or bouquets. It is not 
about looking good at church. 

Easter is more than an historical 
event which happened 2009 
years ago.  It is more than an 
annual event that creates in 
some a feeling of obligation to 
make a trip to church where 
they can get their annual 
booster shot of “religion”. It is 
more than appeasing a family 
member or trying to overcome 
feelings of guilt.  

Easter is about encountering, 
experiencing, the presence of 
the Risen Jesus. Easter is not 
just a once a year experience 
because the Risen Lord is alive 
and with us every moment no 
matter where we are. He is al-
ways at work around us, pursu-
ing a love relationship, inviting 
us to join Him in His work, 
speaking to us so we know what 
His will is, creating in us a crisis 
of belief, and causing major ad-
justments in our lives. Experi-
encing the Risen Lord is a life 
transforming encounter that cre-

ates in us a passion to grow 
spiritually and become spiritu-
ally passionate. 

The annual Easter celebration 
is a reminder that God is not 
dead but ALIVE bringing vic-
tory over sin, death, and the 
grave. We all have suffering, 
pain, and grief to bear, but 
thorough our daily encounter 
with the Risen Christ we can 
sing with confidence “O victory 
in Jesus my Savior forever!” 
Easter is about experiencing 
God daily and living the victory 
in Jesus daily!  

The Risen Christ is in pursuit, 
knocking at our door every-
day. Will He find room in our 
lives?  
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An Easter Reminder: The Tomb is Empty Everyday  
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The Friendship     
Circle's March meet-
ing was held in the 
conference room of 
the church office with 
sixteen members 
present. 
�

We will make Easter 
bags for the children 
of the    clients of the 
North Jacksonville  
 

Women's Resource         
Center. Theo will se-
cure bags, plastic  
 

eggs and grass.  
Members are to bring 
a small stuffed 
bunny, candy , small 
toy and a quarter to 
be placed in one egg 
in each bag. These 
are to brought to our 

April meeting when 
we will decorate the  
bags and fill them. 
�

Cile Garrick will be 
hostess in her home, 
and Tammy Crotts 
will give the devotion.�

nal, presentation and practice.  
Class has limited enrollment. 

Lay Speakers are Servant Lead-
ers will be taught by Bill Cog-
gins, CLS. This course is for lay 
speakers who want to (1) de-
velop an understanding of ser-
vant leadership and the types of 
power that occur between lead-
ers and followers; (2) acquire the 
tools and skills necessary for 
servant leadership; and (3) in-
crease one’s capacity to deal 
with the inevitable differences 
and conflicts that occur when 

May 16 & 23, 2009 is the date, 
Beach UMC, is the location for 
our next training.  The Basic 
course, (taught by Kathy 
Walther, CLS) will be offered. In 
addition, as two advanced 
classes. 

From Your Heart to Theirs, De-
livering an Effective Sermon will 
be taught by Connie Bookholt, 
CLS.  This course will address 
the foundations necessary for 
preparing an engaging sermon 
and  Includes types of sermons, 
finding the story, using the hym-

people collaborate. 

All classes are $30.00 (which in-
cludes materials and lunches) and 
meet from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m..  
You must attend both Saturdays 
to receive credit.   
Choose the one class that ap-
peals to you and meet us on May 
16. The church office will have 
registration forms, or call Gwen 
Dubé, (904) 751-4912. 
ggdube@comcast.net 

munity Hospice and 
three to church mem-
bers.  We plan to 
continue making 
those and making 
bibs.   
�

Other projects were 
mentioned and will 
be discussed at our 
April meeting. 
Juanita Webb and 
her granddaughter,  

Colleen Powell, were 
our hostesses and 
did a great job of tak-
ing care of us. 
��
Ann Hoffman will be 
our hostess for the 
April 7th meet-
ing.  Jeanine Thomp-
son will have the de-
votion and Marjorie 
Shafer the program.�

The Wesley Mul-
cahy   Circle met 
March 3 in the     
fellowship hall at the 
church.  There were 
seven members and 
two guests present. 
�Charlotte Greene, 
Joann Overstreet 
and Jeanine Thomp-
son made 25 lap 
robes.  23 of those 
were sent to Com-
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Summer mini-camp will start June 8 and end July 17.  There will be six weeks of 
fun and games for children finishing 4 year pre-kindergarten through those finishing 
fourth grade.  There will also be ample opportunity for youth and adults to serve in 
fun-filled mornings from 9:00 AM to 12:30.   

Our theme this summer will be Noah and the Ark.  The curriculum will concentrate 
on God’s care for Noah and his family, as well as the animals, and on Noah’s obe-
dience to God.  Although the theme is from the Old Testament, the teachings of Je-
sus will support lessons on Christian values, such as  obedience, caring, and loving 
one another. The children will participate in different activities each day, like discov-
ery, stories, drama, crafts, hands-on creating, carpentry, games, recreation, lunch, 
movies, music, presentations, and others. Academics, such as arithmetic, spelling, 
reading, science, and writing, will be sprinkled into the day’s activities. 

Obviously, the camp will need a lot of leadership and support.  There is something 
for everyone to do no matter how much time or how little you can give, no matter 
your giftedness – all Spiritual gifts are needed.    

Please pray for the summer mini-camp.  And, as you pray, please ask God how he 
wants you to be a part of the program.   

For additional information, see Kathy Walther or Bruce Stevens. 

�6�X�P�P�H�U���0�L�Q�L�6�X�P�P�H�U���0�L�Q�L�6�X�P�P�H�U���0�L�Q�L�6�X�P�P�H�U���0�L�Q�L���������&�D�P�S�&�D�P�S�&�D�P�S�&�D�P�S��������
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The Natural Church Develop-
ment Team continues to pur-
sue passionate spirituality and 
how we (as a church) might 
grow in our passion for God’s 
ways.   In the February News-
letter, prayer was presented 
as a way to spiritual growth – 
a way to increase our       pas-
sionate spirituality.  Several 
people are         currently 
studying prayer in a small 
group setting.   

Passionate spirituality is ����
�������  with God on a regular 
basis.  It is the path that we 
travel where we continually 
learn from and grow closer to 
Christ.	�In  addition to prayer, 
our    passionate spirituality 
will grow by accenting the 
positive.   

There’s an old Johnny Mercer 
song that says, “Accentuate 
the positive, eliminate the 
negative, latch on to the af-
firmative, and don’t mess 
around with Mr. In-Between.”  
That’s one way to put it.  Look 
what Paul says in Ephesians 
4:29.   

“Do not let any unwholesome 
talk come out of your mouth, 
but only what is helpful for 
building others up according 
to their needs, that it may 
benefit those who listen.“   

OUCH!  I am convicted by this 
verse.  How many times have 
negativity, gossip, and com-
plaining spewed from my 

mouth in church meetings 
and on Sunday mornings?  
Can you relate to Paul’s 
words?  If you are really 
honest with yourself, are 
you convicted as I am?    

Why?  Why do we even 
think about unwholesome 
talk, as Paul calls it?  We 
have so much to be positive 
about.  We are loved by 
God, the great creator him-
self.  We are a part of a 
wonderful church family who 
loves us and  cares for us.  I 
had two   conversations this 
week with fairly new people 
in our church who told me 
that they were drawn to our 
church because of the 
sweet spirit here.  We are 
led in worship every Sunday 
morning by dedicated folks 
who help us lift our voices in 
praise and music.  And we 
are reminded to whom we 
belong as we touch the wa-
ter of Baptism.    

We have cornered the mar-
ket on JOY!  We know who 
loves us!  We know that we 
are sons and daughters of 
God, brothers and sisters of 
Jesus Christ, and receivers 
of the Holy Spirit.  Even our 
vision statement accentu-
ates the positive:  Highlands 
United Methodist Church is 
committed to being a spiritu-
ally safe place for all people 
to develop meaningful rela-
tionships with Jesus, Oth-
ers, and Yourself.  These 

are the things we should be 
talking about. 

Romans 12:11-12 says, 
“Never be lacking in zeal, but 
keep your spiritual fervor, 
serving the Lord.  Be joyful in 
hope, patient in affliction, 
faithful in prayer.”  How’s that 
for accentuating the positive? 

Let’s be careful what we say.  
Let us speak only to lift each 
other up.  Let our talk be king-
dom talk.  If we “accentuate 
the positive and eliminate the 
negative,” there will be a dif-
ference in our passionate 
spirituality. 

The Natural Church Develop-
ment Team 

 

�3�D�V�V�L�R�Q�D�W�H���6�S�L�U�L�W�X�D�O�L�W�\�3�D�V�V�L�R�Q�D�W�H���6�S�L�U�L�W�X�D�O�L�W�\�3�D�V�V�L�R�Q�D�W�H���6�S�L�U�L�W�X�D�O�L�W�\�3�D�V�V�L�R�Q�D�W�H���6�S�L�U�L�W�X�D�O�L�W�\��������
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Joins us 
Easter Sunday, April 12 

at 10:45 
For a  

Unique Easter Worship  
Experience in song 

Experiencing 
God 

Presented by 
Highlands United Method-

ist  
Chancel Choir 
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Birthdays:  
4/1      Elijah Holloway   
4/1      John Holloway 
4/4      Jessica Smith 
4/7      Mavis Voss 
4/8      Madison Kitchens 
4/10    Ann Hoffman 
4/12    Jessica Wilson�

4/14      Vernon Alford 
4/14      Carole Ritter 
4/21      Martha Abram 
4/24      Emily McNeill 
4/28      Jeff Coffelt 
4/30      Kaleigh Thompson�

Anniversaries  

4-5 �����������������Gene & Cile Garrick 
4/17          Mark & Lee Mei Silsby 
4/29          Steve & Tammy Crotts�
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1 
CJ - Stephanie Berry 
S-Patsy Butterbrodt 
LT - Bruce Stevens 
Loyola Dr.. 

2 
LT-Kathy Walther 
SST-Anna Hayner 
SS-Judy Whitter 
Loyola Dr. 

3 
S-Pastor Joe 
LT-Bob McNeill 
Journey to Jesus 
Loyola Dr. 

4 

5 
Celebrate Jessus 
Abilene Rd. 

6 
S-Anita Hutchins 
LT-Carol Stevens 
SST-Bill & Trish 
McCann 
Abilene Rd. 

7 
SST-Hazel Fleming 
B-Nancy Foster 
SS-Alice Orosz 
 
Abilene Rd. 

8 
S-Anna Hayner 
B-Joann Heb-
blethwaite 
CJ-Mary Ann Gay 
Abilene Rd. 

9 
SS-Selina Murray 
LT-Evelyn Davis 
Journey to Jesus 
 
Abilene Rd. 

10 
SS-Veronica Crider 
SS-Sandy Kirby 
CJ-David & Jeanine 
Thompson 
Abilene Rd. 

11 

12 
Celebrate Jesus 
Wofford Ave. 

13 
SS-Mary Powell 
LT-Ike Mathews 
B-Jean Silsby 
 
Wofford Ave. 

14 
LT-Eva Mathews 
SS-Brandi Coffelt 
CJ-Hazel Fleming 
 
Wofford Ave, 

15 
LT-Jack Mathews 
B-Joan Bryant 
SST-Bob McNeill 
 
Wofford Ave. 

16 
SS-Kim Lane 
LT-Joanne Talbott 
CJ-Bruce & Carol 
Stevens 
Wofford Ave. 

17 
SS-Carol Perry 
LT-Bill McCann 
LT-Pastor Joe 
 
Wofford Ave. 

18 

19 
Celebrate Jesus 
Rutgers Rd. 

20 
LT-Mary Ann Gay 
SST-Tammy Crotts 
LT-Patsy Butterbrodt 
 
Rutgers Rd. 

21 
B-Bruce Stevens 
SS-Barbara Baugh 
Celebrate Jesus  
Mission 
Rutgers Rd. 

22 
SST-Eva Mathews 
LT-Anita Hutchins 
SS-Julie Dowling 
 
Rutgers Rd. 

23 
Military & Troops 
President & Staff 
Vacation Bible School 
 
Rutgers Rd. 

24 
Shut Ins/Homebound 
Economy/Country 
Journey to Jesus 
 
Rutgers Rd. 

25 

26 
Celebrate Jesus 
Newberry Rd. 

27 
HUMC Volunteers 
Military & Troops 
Celebrate Jesus  
Mission 
Newberry Rd. 

28 
HUMC Volunteers 
Summer Mini Camp 
Journey to Jesus 
 
Newberry Rd. 

29 
Policemen & women 

Local Government 

Celebrate Jesus  
Mission 
Newberry Rd. 

30 
HUMC Volunteers 

Shut Ins/Homebound 
Summer Mini Camp 
 
Newberry Rd. 
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Highlands United Methodist Church  
Vision Statement:  
Highlands United Methodist Church is committed to be-
ing a spiritually safe place for all people to develop 
meaningful relations with 
   Jesus 

    Others 

      Yourself 

Who’s Who: 
Joseph E. Allinder, Pastor 
Patsy Butterbrodt, Music Director 
Anita Hutchins, Administrative Asst. 
Anna Hayner, Nursery Attendant 
Selina Murray, WCDC Director 
 

SUNDAY WORSHIP SCHEDULE  

 8:30  - Traditional Worship Service 
 9:45  - Sunday School - All Ages 
11:00 - Contemporary Worship Service 
 5:00  - UMYF  

Highlands United Methodist Church     Non-Profit Organization 
1955 Broward Road        US Postage Paid 
Jacksonville, FL  32218       Permit #3676 
          Jacksonville, FL  32218 
 
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 
 
   Prepared especially for: 

Choir Practice -  
Wednesdays at 7:00pm  


